Arthritis associated with crystals containing calcium.
Varying combinations of acute inflammatory and/or chronic degenerative arthritis have been found to be associated with crystals of calcium pyrophosphate dihydrate (CPPD) and/or basic calcium phosphates (BCPs). Since the arthropathies associated with CPPDs and/or BCPs occur in older individuals, while diagnosis and treatment for monosodium urate monohydrate crystal deposition disease (gout) have become extremely precise and effective, joint problems associated with calcium crystals have become more common than those associated with monosodium urate monohydrate crystals. The classification, pathogenesis, clinical manifestations, and treatment of CPPD and BCP crystal deposition are discussed.